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	27th annual redneck festival celebrates all things hillbilly

Twenty-seven years ago, a group of guys who gathered at the Esso Club in Clemson got to talking about having a party. But not just any party. This would be a party that would become the low-brow equivalent to Charleston’s Spoleto Arts Festival.

After a few brews and much bravado, the Redneck Performing Arts Association was born — and, along with it, Spittoono. Now, more than a quarter-century later, those charter members have passed the spittoon to a new generation of RPAA members. But even with a changing of the guard, Spittoono must go on — and it remains largely unchanged, as well as continuing to generate donations for multiple area charities.

“This year, we are putting a larger emphasis on the charities we are donating to than ever before,” said Jeremiah Hurley, vice president of RPAA. “We are just making it a little more public who we are donating to and how we are able to do that.”

All proceeds from T-shirts, beer sales and koozies, a new item this year, will go toward seven Upstate charities. That, of course, comes after they pay for those items in the first place. This year, groups such as Helen’s Hugs, For the Hounds, Inc., Helping Hands of Clemson, Collins Home and Family Ministry, the Whitten Center and Jaycees’ Camp Hope will benefit from the donations of thousands of people who’ll come to the National Guard Armory on U.S. 76, between Pendleton and Clemson, today, Friday and Saturday from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m.

The festival always takes place the last weekend of August. Eighteen bands will play over the three nights and, as always, admission is free. In addition, clogging, dancing and hooting and hollering are likely to break out all weekend long.

“There are also a few things we are trying out this year,” said Mr. Hurley. “We are going to have a silent auction for some unique Spittoono stuff, and will have the best entertainment you can get anywhere.”

The off-the-wall games that traditionally take place at Spittoono are going to happen on an as-demanded basis. If enough people want such diversions, the tobacco-spitting competition and beer-chugging contest will take place.

But hey, remember that it’s all for a good cause.

For more information, visit the festival’s Web site at www.spittoono.com.

Jake Grove can be reached at (864) 260-1258 or by e-mail at grovejb@IndependentMail.com.
 


