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Lovers of the Spittoono festival can rest easy knowing it will be held for another year. 
Organizers voted unanimously Friday to continue holding the festival, said Punk Bodiford, one of the organizers. 

Spittoono XXV, the annual fund-raising event presented by the Redneck Performing Arts Association, began Thursday night at the National Guard Armory off U.S. 76. 

Community members were concerned this would be the last year of the three-day festival featuring music and food. 

Organizers had said that they were having trouble finding volunteers to carry on the festival, which originated as a tobacco juice-spitting contest. But once event coordinators put out the word that the festival could be ending, supporters rushed to save it, Mr. Bodiford said. 

"All kinds of people have volunteered," he said. "Lots of folks are willing to step up and help, and the original (organizers) are willing to serve as an advisory board." 

The festival always is held the first weekend Clemson University students begin classes, Mr. Bodiford said. 

"We depend on the students," he said. 

Crowds of people gathered with coolers, lawn chairs, children and several dogs Friday evening preparing to hear the bands and an announcement about whether the festival would continue. 

One group of people sat on a couch that had been placed on top of an old bus. 

The volunteers who have pledged to help run the festival are capable, Mr. Bodiford said.  "We wouldn’t turn it over to just anybody," he said. 

Samantha Epps can be reached at (864) 260-1259 or by e-mail at eppssh@IndependentMail.com.

Note: Attendants are NOT permitted to bring their own coolers or drinks as mentioned in this article.
 


