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The collection of 25 Spittoono T-shirts that Jamie Preston owns might be worth money someday as collectors’ items if no one comes forward to continue what has become an Upstate chew-spitting tradition. 

Spittoono XXV, the annual fund-raising event presented by the so-called Redneck Performing Arts Association, gets under way tomorrow and Saturday at the National Guard Armory off U.S. 76. But because the group of founding fathers has whittled down to merely a handful, Mr. Preston said the time has come to pass the Spittoono to the next generation. 

"We’re old and crippled and sick and we just can’t go out and work in the hot sun anymore," said Mr. Preston, a member of board of directors of RPAA. "There are only a few of us original guys left. But we’re getting a little bit of new blood going in so we might get them to volunteer to keep it going." 

Mr. Preston said a meeting will be held Friday night to decide Spittoono’s fate. 

Every year, the event gives money to the Whitten Center and to local animal shelters, in addition to a smattering of other charities such as the Troopers Association, the Fort Hill Restoration Project and the Botanical Gardens at Clemson to name a few past recipients. Since its inception, the organization has donated up to ,000 each year to local causes. 

Although Mr. Preston said the chew-spitting contest was the original focal point of the event, Spittoono has developed a reputation in recent years as "one big party." 

"It got to where (the contest) was messing up the band schedule pretty bad. We might try to fit the contests on Saturday before the music starts," he said. 

A sampling of the bands to perform include Rainy Day Women, Tanglewood, The Drovers Old Time Medicine Show, Cast Iron Binge, The Deadly Crank Dogs, Bad Creek, The Wild Hog Band and many more. 

"There’s plenty of food to eat and anybody can come who wants to. We encourage people to bring kids and Harleys and dogs? pretty much anything but no coolers and no glass, and the kids have to stay under control," Mr. Preston said, laughing. "Other than that, we’re not really big on rules." 

Spittoono XXV will be Friday and Saturday at 6 p.m. at the National Guard Armory on U.S. 76. Admission is free. No coolers or glass allowed. For more information, call (864) 882-7491. 

IF YOU GO 
What: Spittoono XXV 
When: Tonight, Friday and Saturday at 6 p.m. 
Where: The National Guard Armory on U.S. 76. 

Admission is free. No coolers or glass allowed. For more information, call (864) 882-7491. 

Jennifer Jones can be reached at (864) 260-1251 or by e-mail at jonesje@IndependentMail.com. 
 


