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The warm smile, precise diction and polite manners of Clemson-area lawyer Harry Bodiford aren't any "redneck" giveaways.

He doesn't chew tobacco, hold a beer in his hand or seem like the "epitome of trailer park culture," which some might expect for the founder of Clemson's Spittoono festival.

But Mr. Bodiford's stake in a 25-year-old Clemson tradition may soon come to an end.

"Younger, healthier and stronger" people need to take over organization of the three-day festival, Mr. Bodiford said. Only about six or seven of the founding two dozen members still are around to plan the festival, Mr. Bodiford said.

"It gets to be a hassle," Mr. Bodiford said. "From the Saturday before (the festival) to the Monday or Tuesday after, I can't do anything else."

Festival goers are to receive an answer after an Aug. 25 meeting at Spittoono.

A posting of the possible end on the Spittoono Web site has created a buzz in town, Mr. Bodiford said. The site said members were getting "too old, too fat, too crippled, too senile and too drunk to keep going forever."

"With the response we've had, I imagine that we're going to have pretty good help," Mr. Bodiford said.

Mr. Bodiford said members were willing to keep it going if the help was there.

"There is a pivotal nucleus of folks that can help," Mr. Bodiford said. "Everybody knows what they should do, and they just do it."

If the rednecks decide to halt festivities, the change also would mean local charities could miss out on valuable funds.

Spittoono didn't begin as a charity event but as a way to gain cash for beer sales at Clemson football games.

But in its first year in the Esso Club parking lot in Clemson, returns on T-shirts and beer covered more than the cost of the festival, so extra money was donated to local organizations.

The festival has grown so much it is now at the National Guard Armory off U.S. 76.

The growth of three days of music and fair-type festivities has allowed Spittoono to donate up to $10,000 each year to local charities.

The festival is Aug. 25-27. More information about Spittoono can be found at http://www.spittoono.com
 


