Spittoono festival gets ready for redneck fun
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With apologies to Jeff Foxworthy, if you don't know how to spit tobacco juice properly, you can't possibly be a redneck.

But you can give it your best shot this weekend, when the Spittoono XVII gives Clemson a helping of Southern culture. Sponsored by the Redneck Performing Arts Association, the annual festival celebrates music, beer and other elements of the world below the Mason-Dixon line.

It opens Thursday at the Clemson National Guard Armory softball field, and while there's no admission charge, money raised from beverage and T-shirt sales go to local charities.

Music is the primary element of the event, with 18 bands slated to play during the three nights of the festival. Rainy Day Women open Spittoono on Thursday. There's also a tobacco-spitting contest and a beer-chugging competition.

Since it's an outdoor event, folks who plan to come should bring "a blanket or chairs to sit on, a party attitude, pets and kids," according to the Spittoono Web site. But, the site continues, leave the "guns, fireworks, stupid people or coolers" at home. 


