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Spittoono XXIII will take place tonight, Friday and Saturday at 6 p.m. at the Clemson National Guard Armory Baseball Field. Admission is free. No coolers or glass containers are allowed. Bring a lawn chair or blanket to sit on.  For more information, call (864) 882-7491. 
Some people pride themselves on their musical ability. For others, it's their physical prowess in sporting events the make them stand out. But some people here in the Upstate love to show-off their aptitude for chew-spitting - and it's all in the name of charity. 
Spittoono XXIII, presented by the Redneck Performing Arts Association, kicks off tonight at the Clemson National Guard Armory ball field and will continue through Saturday, providing plenty of music, food and fun. "It's just a big party," said Jamie Preston, a member of the board of directors of RPAA. "It's all ages. We tell people to bring the kids if they'd like to and we get lots of older folks there. People can bring their dogs if they'd like to. or Harleys if they have them." 
Seventeen bands will perform at the festival this year, including The Drovers Old Time Medicine Show, True Blues, Centerline, the Deadly Crank Dogs, and the Bad Creek Band. "The music is primarily rock and roll but there are some country and bluegrass and some just acoustic folk-type music," Mr. Preston said. "We've had quite a selection over the years." He estimated that 7,000 to 8,000 people came out for the festival last year. 
With all profits from food, beverage and to-shirt sales going to local charities, the organization has donated more than 65,000 thus far. "Every year, we give to the Whitten Center and we give to local animal shelters. Other than that, we pick different charities," Mr. Preston said. "We've given to the Troopers Association, the Fort Hill Restoration project, the Botanical Gardens at Clemson, and some to the Littlejohn Community Center to buy playground equipment. We do several over the year." 
And then, there are the contests.  On your marks...get set...spit! "We have a line for foot fault and if you step over that you're disqualified. We spread out a long piece of white cloth and whoever can spit a globule the farthest wins a case of beer," Mr. Preston said. "For the beer-chugging contest, we set up a table and the contestants have their hands on the beer. The first one to put an empty beer on the table wins." And the fastest time he's seen? "Probably 4- to 5-second range, I guess," he said. 
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