Low-brow culture at the heart of Spittoono
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It's been more than a quarter-century since some guys got together and decided to put on a festival that would be the Upstate's low-brow answer to Charleston's elegant Spoleto performing-arts festival.

You wouldn't have found tobacco-spitting or beer-chugging contests at Spoleto, but you could at Spittoono, at least in the early years.

Spittoono is still going strong, and the 26th annual festival this weekend will be much the same in spirit as the first albeit without the tobacco-spewing or beer-guzzling competitions.

It's three evenings of music, featuring 18 bands, plus food, and after the event, a donation to charities that help "kids and critters," said Jeremiah Hurley, vice president of Spittoono.

Admission to Spittoono is free, and the performing bands have donated their time and music to the event. Proceeds from concession sales benefit the Whitten Center, which serves children with special needs, and the Humane Society.

The idea behind the festival is that it's "a great environment to listen to great music for free," Hurley said.

The festival opens Thursday with the folk music of Rainy Day Women, and the weekend's roster includes bluegrass by the Drovers and the Wild Hog Band, Southern rock by the Deadly Crank Dogs and Chilly Water, and classic rock by XZEMPT and Stone Echo.

Vendors will sell everything from handmade jewelry to commemorative Spittoono T-shirts, and to eat, there will be barbecue, funnel cakes, corn dogs and Brunswick stew. 


