Free Your Inner Redneck At 'Spitoono XXI'
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So, maybe a night at the opera sounds a little upscale for your tastes and you really don't feel like snagging your shirt and tie out from under the couch in the first place. You're in the mood for tobacco-spitting, beer-chugging and clogging contests where the music is loud and the beer stays cold.

My friend, you're in the mood for Spitoono (not to be confused with Spoleto), brought to you by your pals at the Redneck Performing Arts Association of Clemson.

Punk Bodiford, one of the organizers of this "notoriously redneck" annual event, said turn-out for Spitoono is always good and various local charities benefit from everyone's good time.

"Over the last 11 years we've given away ,000," Mr. Bodiford said. "With good days and good weather, we'll give away about ,000 in a weekend."

There's no entrance fee for the event, but money is raised through the sale of beer, T-shirts and food such as Cajun jambalaya, kielbasa sandwiches, burritos, barbecued pork and chicken, and Dusty's famous Brunswick stew. Last year's earnings went toward the Whitten Center, the Littlejohn Center, the Wylie-Boone Aviary, the Pickens County Animal Shelter and the Foothills Animal Shelter.

Various area bands will perform starting at 6 p.m. each night, including blues, jazz, rock 'n roll and country to name a few. A newcomer this year, Carolina Blonde, apparently offered something they couldn't refuse.

"They do Britney Spears karoke and we just couldn't pass that up," Mr. Bodiford said. "It's good music every night. We try to run the gamut. Everyone has a great time. Most of our people are folks who've been coming for years and years. I'd say attendance is into the high 5,000s on Friday or Saturday night."

And then, there are the contests.

"Saturday we've got beer-chugging, clogging and tobacco-spitting," Mr. Bodiford said. "Two years ago, the LA Times covered it. For some reason, there's no shortage of people wanting to be in those contests. It's beyond me."

Last year's winner in the spitting competition cleared about 22 feet, according to Mr. Bodiford. Now who wouldn't want to witness that?

So what should one expect from a weekend at Spitoono?

"I guess just hot weather, cold beer and a good time," Mr. Bodiford said. "Or Low-life, poor taste and good music."

The Redneck Performing Arts Association of Clemson will sponsor "Spitoono XXI" tonight, Friday and Saturday starting at 6 p.m. at the National Guard Armory baseball field in Clemson. Admission is free and no coolers are allowed on the premises. For more information, call Larry Atkinson at (864) 654-5120. 
 


