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The world is full of rednecks, as defined by the organizers of the 24th annual Spitoono festival in Clemson.

According to Spitoono treasurer Ted Balk, a redneck is a "hard-working person who lives to have fun, kick up their heels, make a racket in a nondestructive way, listen to some good music, eat some good food. A salt-of-the-earth kind of person."

There should be plenty of those folks on hand at this weekend's festival, a tongue-in-cheek salute to Southern culture, food and music 
presented by the Redneck Performing Arts Association.

"This is the only redneck festival you'll see that's put on by a bunch of New Deal liberals," Balk said.

The festival has changed little over 2.5 decades, Balk said, although the focus has shifted in recent years.

The clogging, tobacco-spitting and beer-chugging contests are gone, and the music is the main event.

This year's Spitoono features the sounds of Chilly Water, Reasonably Blue, the Deadly Crank Dogs, Wild Hog Band, Centerline and more.

There also will be games for the kids, carnival-style booths, and plenty of food, including barbecue, corn dogs, gumbo and Brunswick stew.

While admission to the festival is free, proceeds from the sales of beverages and T-shirts go to a Marine Corps organization that provides scholarships for students.

Each year, the festival raises money for a different charity, from animal shelters to community theaters, the main theme being "kids and critters," Balk said.

PREVIEW

What: Spitoono XXIV
When: 6 p.m. today and Saturday
Where: Clemson National Guard softball field, U.S. 76 in Clemson
How much: Free
Call: (864) 650-6921
 


