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So far this week, yours truly has been accused of being one of many attempting to bring their northern, out-of-town ideals to the fine southern county of Anderson and beyond. Seems there are those who believe I am trying to corrupt the area with sentiments that simply don’t jive with the southern traditions and values. 

With that in mind, I bring to you fine readers another import from the north. A game so fun, so addictive and so simple that it just might blow your minds. Either that, or it will make you want to run out to the nearest hardware superstore, buy a couple planks of plywood and a 2x4 and start building. 

The game is Cornhole and, trust me friends, it is a doozy. 

Now, if you are anything like me (and I think you are) you are already skeptical about the game. It has an unfortunate name and it’s hard to say without giggling like a little schoolgirl. (There I go again.) But the fact is, Cornhole is a fine, upstanding game that will not push your children down the road to h-e-double hockey sticks. Though it might make them curse a bit in frustration when they first learn how it goes. 

First, the game itself. There are two teams of two, eight square bags (four of one color, four of another) filled with corn and two game boards with a small, round hole cut into each one. The boards are two feet across by four feet long and the hole at the top is six inches in diameter. Members of opposing teams stand at either end and toss the corn bags toward these boards in an attempt to put the bags in the hole. Opposing team members alternate tosses and at the end of the throws, add up points. 

If a bag is on the board, but not in the hole, the team gets one point for each bag. If the bag goes in the hole, the team gets three points. Points cancel out and between opposing teams and awarded based on who got the most in the hole or on the board. The game goes to 21. 

(In other words, if one team got one bag in the hole and two on the board and the other team got two bags in the hole and one on the board, the first team would have five points and the second team would have seven points. Therefore, the second team would get two points and continue play. Got it?) 

Don’t get me wrong. When I first heard of this wacky game, I thought my buddies were goofy to even tell me about it. "So it’s called Cornhole and I throw this beanbag at a hole trying to score points and knock my opponents bags off a board?" I said. "And you guys play this a lot?" But it’s addictive as any sin I have ever known and it’s not even a sin. (Unless you start betting small kittens on the game and use sin certificates as collateral. Then that’s probably some kind of sin.) 

Really, though, this is a fun game and I think right up the alley of some of the more traditional southern games. It’s like horseshoes with corn bags and probably more fun. Heck, I could see this thing becoming huge on Clemson’s campus and one of the more popular features at Spittoono (which is coming up next weekend, by the way). 

It might have come from Ohio and Kentucky by way of Germany or something like that, but it’s a great summer and fall activity for the whole family to enjoy. Head over to www.playcornhole.org for official rules and equipment and start playing today. And count me in for the next game. 

So long as you don’t mind a northerner whooping up on you. 


