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	BY STEPHANIE TRACY

CLEMSON - Oconee-Pickens Bureau

Spittoono, the Upstate's redneck answer to Charleston's Spoleto fine arts festival, returned to the Clemson National Guard Armory baseball fields Thursday for three days of live music and entertainment. Food vendors selling corn dogs, lemonade, funnel cake and ice cold beer ringed right and center field. The musical talent for the opening night made themselves comfortable in wooden dinette chairs and aluminum beach chairs on a stage along the left field line.

Spectators brought stadium chairs - or even couches - along with pets, children and friends to relax on a sultry August evening.

Milford Hackett of Seneca has come to all 24 Spittoono festivals.

"I like everything about it," Mr. Hackett said. "The camaraderie, the beer, the music."

Karon Donald of Central said Spittoono weekend put her back in touch with old friends.

"It's kind of like a reunion, because there are people I only see this time of year," Ms. Donald said.

Even though pickup trucks and mini-vans already crowded the grass along S.C. 28 by 6:30 p.m., the crowd was expected to be sparse for the first night of redneck fellowship and live performances. Organizers estimated past festivals have drawn 12,000 to 13,000 people.

Admission to Spittoono is free. Profits from concessions and other items go to local charities, largely those dedicated to helping "kids and critters." The Redneck Performing Arts Association, the organization behind Spittoono, has donated more than ,000 to date.

Tom Freeman of Walhalla is the artist behind almost all of the famous Spittoono T-shirts.

"After it's all over, there are little knots of people who just can't seem to tear themselves away," Mr. Freeman said. "Some of them sit and talk till dawn, or till they pass out."

Spittoono opens at 6 p.m. each evening, rain or shine.
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