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Voted "Best Place to See Live Music," the Esso Club was established in 1933 and has South Carolina's longest continuous beer license. Originally a gas station, the folks at the Esso Club began selling beer after prohibition ended, and while the gas station shut down long ago, the Esso has been serving beer ever since.
 
The Esso Club has long been known as a sports bar, and its atmosphere makes it particularly endearing for its patrons. 

The bar certainly has a down-to-earth, local feel, and it has been forever popular with both Clemson students and professors. "I'm a traditionalist," says Matt Ostwalt, a fifth-year Clemson student who does promotional work with the Blue Dogs. 

"You can't talk about Clemson sports without talking about the Esso -- if you can't get tickets to a game -- you can go to the Esso and almost get the same feeling when you are there as you get when you are in Death Valley," said Ostwalt. 

And this atmosphere doesn't seem to just rub off on the locals. The bar was recently named by ESPN as "One of the Top Twenty Places to be on Game Day," and the wooden bar surfaces are even made from old bleachers at Death Valley. 

Radio personality Mark Packer generally hosts an annual installment of his weekly tailgate show, "Southern Fried Football" from the Esso Club.

While the Esso Club is known as a welcome sight for Clemson fans that are looking for a cold one to quench their thirst, the bar is also known for hosting live music. Bands play on the deck at the bar's front parking lot, and common acts include local favorites such as the Blue Dogs, Jupiter Coyote and Sol Driven Train. 

With bands playing on the porch at the Esso Club, the audience gets a chance to stand up close to the band, and it provides a unique feeling for the musical experience. "I think the best thing about the Esso as far as music is concerned is the porch -- a lot of Clemson students can identify with the porch," Ostwalt said. 

"It has a kind of agricultural feel to it, which a lot of Clemson students can identify with... to me, the porch symbolizes so many good times I've had here... you aren't going to get that same feeling everywhere else," said Ostwalt.

The Esso Club has been a staple in Clemson's music scene for what would seem like ages. It was even the birth place of Spittoono, a music festival put on by the Redneck Performing Arts Association. The first Spittoono was held in 1980 at the Esso Club, and when the event became popular enough to outgrow the size of the bar, the festival moved to the National Guard armory on Highway 76. 

The Esso Club underwent some changes in 2003, with refurbishment on the inside of the bar, as well as an upgrade to the porch which included the addition of outdoor speakers. Liquor and food are now sold at the bar. Daily lunch specials include a variety of meat-and-three items.

The Blue Dogs will perform at the Esso Club on Friday night and Bad Creek will perform after Saturday's Clemson-South Carolina football game at Death Valley. While Friday's show has a five dollar cover charge, Saturday's show is free of charge. 
 


