Spittoono draws record crowds in Clemson in 27th year
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	CLEMSON, SC — Even having a cast on her leg didn’t dampen the spirits of Cheryl Kelley of Greenwood this week as she attended her first Spittoono festival.

“Last night (Thursday) was a blast,” Ms. Kelley said Friday.

Others seemed to agree with the member of the Rubbing Butts BBQ competition team. Spittoono kicked off its 27th year with a record-breaking opening night Thursday.

“We had the biggest Thursday night ever,” said Jeremiah Hurley, vice-president of the Redneck Performing Arts Association.

The Arts Association began in 1981 at the Esso Club in an effort to mock the annual Spoleto festival of Charleston as well as raise money for local charities. Now, 26 years later, the original members of the association have stepped aside and let a new generation run Spittoono. While the new group has been involved for the past few years, this year is the first its members are running Spittoono on their own.

“This is the change over year,” association President Jeff Pekarek said. “This is the year that the new generation has taken over.”

This year’s festival is dedicated to the original group that kept Spittoono running for so long. The faces of the four original members can be found on the back of T-shirts for the event this year. Also in honor of the many thriving years the original association kept Spittoono going, the theme of this year’s festival is “Successfully Redneck.”

While the new generation may have brought some changes to the festival, including moving the beer tent to a more central location, many things still remain the same.

“I’ve been doing this ever since they started,” said Dusty Young of Dusty’s BBQ, a catering company in Westminster. Mr. Young is not alone. His parents, both in their 80s, still attend the festival every year.

Those in attendance this year had the chance to experience everything from music and food to folk art and games. Yet everyone seems to attend for a different reason.

Jeremy Grieshop said his favorite part is that “everyone brings their dogs.” Mr. Grieshop and his family try to attend the event every year, he said. This year, he began to pass on the tradition to his baby daughter Olivia by bringing her to her first Spittoono.

Glen and Lynn Crain have a specific reason for attending Spittoono every year.

“We love the bluegrass music more than anything,” said Mr. Crain.

They love the music so much that the couple attended the festival both Thursday and Friday nights.

While everyone may have come to Spittoono for different reasons, most visitors agreed that the event is a meaningful one with a purpose.

Mr. Young summed up the feelings of many in attendance.

“The spirit of what we do here is really good,” he said.


