Discover A Different Kind Of Culture In The Upstate At Spittoono
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By now most residents of the Upstate have at least heard of the annual Spitoono Festival. But, if you have been living under some kudzu for the last 22 years, here is a quick recap.

Twenty-two years ago a few friends got to talking at the Esso Club in Clemson about Spoleto and the stronghold it seemed to have on arts in South Carolina. Unfortunately, they said, the redneck performing arts were not represented in Charleston. So, with little money and a lot of initiative, the men for the Redneck Performing Arts Association to give their brethren an opportunity to shine on the stage. They called it Spittoono and a legend was born.

IF YOU GO Spittoono 22 begins at 6 p.m. tonight, tomorrow and Saturday at the National Guard Armory near Clemson and will continue each evening until about 2 a.m. There will be entertainment, food, T-shirts and beverages available throughout the festival. Now, all these years later, Spitoono has become an institution in the area drawing tens of thousands of people over three days to revel in music, food and beer in celebration of the redneck - and raise a lot of money for charity in the process.

This year's festival starts today and will run through Saturday night. According to RPAA member Jaime Preston, it should be quite a show.

"It's really no different than what we did at the first Spittoono," Mr. Preston said. "It's just a chance to have a good time, showcase local bands and raise money for local charities."

So far, the festival has raised almost 60,000 for local charities with last year's total reaching the ,000 mark. Funds are raised through the sale of beer and T-shirts and everything goes to charity after costs are recouped.

However, there was almost not a Spitoono 22 this year. Mr. Preston said the RPAA had full intentions of ceasing the festival because it was getting so big and the coordinators were getting a bit older. "We figured we would stop once we got legal," he said.

But when attendees started coming up to him and the group before the celebration was over saying how much fun they were having and how they couldn't wait to come back next year, Mr. Preston said they realized they couldn't let the fun-seekers down.

"We felt like we would be disappointed the people who made this a success," Mr. Preston said. "These are the people keeping it going, and we couldn't tell them no."

So Spittoono will go on as planned starting each evening at 6 p.m. and running until well after midnight or until everything dies down. And though the event takes a lot of planning and hard work, the party they get to have for three days is well worth it.

"We get to have a great time and see what we can do to help people who are less fortunate than we are," Mr. Preston said. 


