Chugging missing from Spittoono; spitting endangered
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The Spittoono Festival will go on this year without one of its signature events — and the jury is still out on the other one. 

The festival, which has been held for 25 years, nearly ended last year because longtime organizers were retiring from their duties. A new group of leaders has stepped in — with the blessing of the former leaders — so the show will go on, said Jeremiah Hurley, publicity chairman. 

The 26th Spittoono Festival, billed by the Redneck Performing Arts Association as "the Upstate’s oldest festival and Clemson’s answer to Spoleto," will be Aug. 24-26, beginning each night at 6 at the ball fields behind the National Guard Armory in Clemson. 

Fans will enjoy entertainment from more than a dozen rock and roll, jazz and bluegrass bands over the three days of the festival. 

Admission is free, but vendors will be onsite to sell food and other items, including official festival memorabilia. 

The tobacco-spitting contest, which gave the festival its fame, might not be a part of the event this year, Mr. Hurley said. 

"We didn’t do it last year, and everything went fine," he said. "But this year we’ll judge by the interest in the crowd, and if they want it, we’ll do it." 

The decision will be made on Friday night whether to hold the contest, he said. 

The chugging contest, where contestants chug beer and smash the cans on their foreheads, will not take place this year, he said. 

"It just got out of hand," Mr. Hurley said. "The crowds would get too close and it was hard to control them." Attendees are asked not to bring coolers, Mr. Hurley said. 

"We’ve got lots of stuff for everyone to do," he said. "It’s going to be the fun event that it has always been." Visit www.spittoono.com for more information. 
 


