Spittoono Festival Celebrates The Redneck
   

	August 24, 2000 
Source:  Anderson Independent-Mail


	 

	BY JAKE GROVE 

A few bad rednecks have spoiled the whole bunch. Unfortunately, the term redneck no longer has the endearing, beer-chugging, fun-loving feel it once had. The good folks with the Redneck Performing Arts Association are hoping to show that not all rednecks are bad with the 20th anniversary of the Spitoono festival.

Created in 1981 by a group of regulars of the Esso Club, Spitoono has been able to throw a party every year, donate to local charities and organizations and always come out in the black. In the beginning, it was a one day event, more an excuse to drink beer than anything else. Now it's a three-day gala with food, games, music and, well, it's still an excuse to drink brews.

Ennis Bodiford is in charge of operations for Spitoono this year. He is also a former vice president of the RPAA. He sees the festival as a chance to get out and just enjoy yourself in the wide open spaces.

"From what I can tell, the atmosphere is festive and enjoyable," he said. "The food is good, the music is good and you always see someone you know or someone you haven't seen since the year before."

Aside from the beer, the cajun jambalaya and the barbecue, Spitoono has some great local and traveling bands as well as contests of the redneck. Bands like The Drovers Old Time Medicine Show, The Mystic Roadshow and Tony Tidwell & The Scalded Dogs will be on hand to perform throughout the evening from Thursday through Saturday. Beer chugging, tobacco spitting and clogging contests will be held early in the evening all three nights.

Should bad weather subside, Mr. Bodiford expects a large crowd. Although it's impossible to gauge just how many showed up for spittin' and chuggin', low estimates from 1999 are about 5,000 and high estimates top out at 12,000 according to Mr. Bodiford.

That bodes well for the charities and organizations that benefit from year to year from Spitoono. This year recipients won't be chosen until after the festival, but if history is any indicator, they will be happy with what they get.

"Last year we gave away ,500," Mr. Bodiford explained. "Since 1989 we have donated ,495 to various places."

It's not yet known where Spitoono will go from here. Mr. Bodiford said some of the 15 to 20 members of the RPAA are happy the way it is whereas others would like to stop the whole thing after 20 years. Still others want to expand it even more and "take it to another level." They have had sponsorship interest, but right now, Mr. Bodiford doesn't expect that to happen any time soon.

"We don't want to have the Ex-Lax brings you Spitoono XXI festival," he said.

For now, they are happy with being around for 20 years and putting on a good time for anyone who wants to show up. Starting at 6 p.m. each day, Mr. Bodiford just wants people to have a "good time in the open air."

"It's a chance to have a party and holler at the stage," he said. "They can just get out there, yell and cut loose."

The Spitoono festival will begin at 6 p.m. each night tonight through Saturday, Aug. 26 at the National Guard Armory in Clemson. Tonight's festivities are expected to last until 12:30 a.m. and Friday's and Saturday's entertainment will last until 2 a.m. Admission is free. For more information, visit the Spitoono website at http://www.spittoono.com


