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What is a redneck? Well, around this time of year, a redneck is just about anyone who wants to have fun knocking back a few cold ones, seeing who can spit tobacco the farthest and listening to some local and regional bands play all kinds of music for three straight nights.

This time of year, a redneck can be anyone who shows up for the annual Spittoono festival starting at 6 p.m. tonight at the Clemson National Guard Armory. For the past 25 years, the Spittoono festival has been a down-home alternative to Charleston’s Spoletto festival. In 1981, a group of drinking buddies were hanging out at the Esso Club in Clemson and wanted to do something that was the antithesis of Spoletto. After a bit of discussion and too much math, they figured out a way to do a festival on the cheap that would benefit local charities. 

Today, only two of those original members remain to help plan the festival. One, Ennis Bodiford, is preparing to turn over the reins of the operation to a younger generation who will keep some of their traditions and perhaps build the ongoing fest. 

"The passing has happened," Mr. Bodiford said. "The new master of ceremonies is Jeff Pekarek and it’s time to let go of this thing from our end." 

All the basics remain. There will be plenty of food and beer and tons of music during the event that goes from 6 p.m. to 2 a.m. tonight, tomorrow and Saturday. The Drovers, Rainy Day Women, Stone Echo, Black Bottom Biscuits and The True Blues are among the 18 bands providing continuous music for the festival all weekend long. 

And some classics are making a comeback. Mr. Bodiford said the tobacco spitting contest will return this year and the beer chugging contest might also rear it’s head. 

"When you get out here, it’s a little redneck flavor and us poking fun at ourselves for three full nights," Mr. Bodiford said. 

Admission to the event is free and beer typically costs . All proceeds from the sales of beer, food and T-shirts will go to paying for the festival and any profits will go directly to area charities that will be chosen following the event. 

The Redneck Performing Arts Association, who puts on Spittoono, is a non-profit that has existed for more than 25 years. 

As Mr. Bodiford said, it’s a good time for good causes. So come out and have some fun, redneck style. 


